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From the PastorFrom the PastorFrom the PastorFrom the Pastor    
 The American Baptist Biennial Mission Summit took place in Portland, 
Oregon a few weeks ago. It was an exciting time, reconnecting with Baptists 
from across the US and Puerto Rico, learning about missions around the world, 
and hearing from our newly appointed denominational leaders. Since the last 
biennial in Kansas City, Kansas, Jeffery Haggray became the head of the Amer-
ican Baptist Home Mission Society, Sharon Koh now leads International     
Missions, Lee Spitzer assumed the role of denominational General Secretary 
and Josue D. Gómez-Menéndez began his two year term as President of the  
Denomination. He  is the first person nominated as an ABCUSA Officer from 
Iglesias Bautistas de Puerto Rico, the American Baptist Churches of Puerto  
Rico regional organization. It was a joy to be around people who are digging 
into our faith and practice is fresh and insightful ways. We heard a number of 
gifted preachers, and were blessed with talented musicians and visual artists 
during our worship and common times. We even managed to set a Guinness 
Book of World Records for the largest number of clergy riding bikes at one 
time! (Thanks to Travis Norvell, former pastor of Lime Rock Baptist, Lincoln, 
and current pastor of Judson Baptist in Minneapolis for making that happen.)  
Each time we gather as a denominational body, it feels like we are catching a 
glimpse of the life to come, where people of all ages and ethnicities, with vary-
ing theologies and politics, come together on purpose in song and spirit to be 
about God’s work.  
 ABC missionary, Mylinda Baites, offered the following prayer poem by 
Micky Scott Bey Jones at one of our worship services. You, too, are invited into 
this work, this family, and this brave space we create together. 
 
Invitation to Brave Space,  Micky Scott Bey Jones      
 

Together we will create brave space 
Because there is no such thing as a “safe space” 
We exist in the real world 
We all carry scars and we have all caused wounds. 
In this space 
We seek to turn down the volume of the outside world, 
We amplify voices that fight to be heard elsewhere, 
We call each other to more truth and love 
We have the right to start somewhere and continue to grow. 
We have the responsibility to examine what we think we know. 
We will not be perfect. 
This space will not be perfect. 
It will not always be what we wish it to be 
But 
It will be our brave space together, 
and 
We will work on it side by side      
   
Amen. 
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Our own Rev. Jamie Washam represented Rhode Island in the world record setting "Most Baptists 
on Bikes" at the recent Biennial in Portland, Oregon. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Christian Ed is already gearing up for fall and we need your 
help. Our Sunday School has grown – we now have 15 
children. We would like to have two adults in each class. 
We are looking for volunteers to be ‘teacher’s aides” one 
Sunday a month, September – May. We have decided to 
have our kindergarten and elementary school children to-
gether for a lesson then divide for age appropriate projects. 
The aide would work with one of the groups. We also need 
one additional teacher for this group. We have excellent 
curriculum that provides both the lesson material and    
several options for age appropriate projects related to the 
lesson. We also need someone to be in the nursery with 
Ivy during worship.  Finally, we will have a high school 
class this year with two students. Instead of teaching once 
a month we are looking for people who would be interested 
in teaching that class for a 4-6 week session. The topic can 
be of your choosing or we can supply curriculum. Any of 
these options are a wonderful opportunity to get to know 
our children better and to serve our community. Please 
prayerfully consider how you might help.  
 

ABWMRI - SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT  

Hello, ladies!  

I hope you are enjoying this glorious summer!  

Why not take a moment and complete your         
registration  for our american baptist 
women's ministries of rhode           
island  "spiritual growth retreat"   
coming up in September.  the details are on the fly er 
and registration form posted on the bulletin board in 
the hall. 

Hope to see you in September!  
 

 

The Flip Flop Campaign The Flip Flop Campaign The Flip Flop Campaign The Flip Flop Campaign is in full 

swing right now in the midst summer. We 
will be welcoming donations through the 
end of the summer to send our refugee 
youth to Camp Canonicus. 6 years ago we 
sent 4 girls from Eritrea and 2 girls from 
Liberia to camp for two weeks. Word 
spread and this spring, camp applications 
were given to 30 children from Eritrea 
and Congo. For some this will be their 
first camp experience, for the others, it’s 
something they’ve been looking forward 
to since last summer.  
 
One week of day camp is $230.00 One 
week of resident camp is $340.00. Dona-
tions in all amounts are welcome. You 
can pay for a week, a day, or provide 
money for a daily snack at the camp store 
($10/week) or give any amount you 
choose. Monetary donations can be made 
by writing a check to FBCIA with camp in 
the memo line.  
 
We will also need sunscreen, bug spray, 
flash- lights, lunch boxes and water      
bottles. These items can be brought into 
church anytime between now and the  
beginning of August. We will be looking 
for people who can drive children to 
camp on Sunday afternoon and pick 
them up on Friday afternoon. Dates will 
be announced soon. Thank you for your 
continued support of this program. It has 
been a blessing to the children, to the 
camp and to all the church members who 
have been involved in providing this    
opportunity to these young people.  
 

MISSIONS 

ABCORI 
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FBCIA NEWS 

On Thursday evening, June 29, FBCIA hosted an interfaith service of remembrance for the many 
victims of drug deaths and addiction. FIRE (Faith Infused Recovery Efforts) organized a moving 
program of prayer, music, testimonials, reflection, and the reading of the names of several hundred 
of those who died as a result of overdosing on drugs. 

Lawrence Wilson sang his own song,   

 "I Shall Not Want." 

Diego Arene-Morley was the M.C. for the  service. 

On Friday, June 23rd.  Sarah Dunn,  married  C.J. Barone in  
Newport, RI  

Pictured  here is the FBCIA Quartet:  
Esperanza Tannehill, mezzo soprano, Jason Shealy, baritone,  
Stephen Martorella, minister of music, Sarah Dunn, soprano 

and Sam Brunner, tenor  
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While Pastor Jamie was away on July 2 attending the 
ABC/USA biennial convention in Portland, Oregon, Joyce 
Duerr, pastor emeritus of Tabernacle Baptist Church in 
Hope, RI, filled the pulpit. Hayley J. Baccaire, our 
ASL  interpreter, translated Duerr's sermon for the deaf 
and hard of hearing. 

Sticky notes with messages for people who have died 
were placed on the tree banner and then collected and 

placed in a box that will be buried with a real tree as an 
official memorial for victims of overdose. An artist work-

ing for FIRE created the banner. 

Don Anderson, Executive Minister of the Rhode Island 
State Council of Churches, and  Joyce Penfield, Executive 
Director of Blessing Way, recited the names of hundreds 
of drug death victims. 
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2017 Sunday Calendar   

 
        
Sun. July 16   10:00  AM Worship: Pastor Jamie Washam 
       Worship Leader:  Betsy Shealy  
       Greeters: Eva and Ahuma Adodoadji 
       Ushers: Elsa Grieder and Frank Nicholson 
     11:15   AM Tour Guide: Elsa Grieder 
       Quarterly Business Meeting  
     
Sun. July 23   10:00  AM Worship: Pastor Jamie Washam 
       Worship Leader: Elsa Grieder   
       Greeters: Jeanne Kolb and Barry Bainton 
       Ushers: Richard Aubin and Mark Hall  
     11:15   AM Tour Guide: Richard Aubin 

 
Sun. July 30   10:00  AM Communion Worship: Pastor Jamie Washam 
       Worship Leader:  
       Greeters: Emily and Zach Martin 
       Ushers: Michael Edwards and Mark Hall 
     11:15   AM Tour Guide: TBA 

 
Sun. August 6   10:00  AM Communion Worship: Pastor Jamie Washam 
       Worship Leader:  Ken Clauser 
     11:15   AM Tour Guide: Stan Lemons 
 
Sun. August 13   10:00  AM Worship: Pastor Jamie Washam 
       Worship Leader:  Susan Lepore 
     11:15   AM Tour Guide:  Joanne Schneider 
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